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UTAH’S SIXTEENTH ANNUAL CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 
 

 

The Importance of the Do the Write Thing Challenge 

The Do the Write Thing Challenge plays a key role in Utah’s long-term strategy to end youth 
violence. These student writings make powerful proposals on how adults and community 
members can interrupt the causes of youth violence. 
 
Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge works in cooperation with the National Campaign to 
Stop Violence. The first step to end youth violence is to talk about it.  The Do the Write Thing 
Challenge makes this initial step possible by creating a platform for youth, giving them a 
voice about how violence affects their lives and how it can be prevented. The program 
empowers young people in Utah and around the country to make a personal, written 
commitment to combat youth violence in their communities. The program works because it 
targets youth violence in the communities where violence takes place, then recognizes that 
the same communities hold the greatest power to create lasting solutions.   
 
Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge is sponsored locally by the Utah Board of Juvenile 
Justice (UBJJ) and managed by the UBJJ Youth Committee.  The Board monitors Utah’s 
compliance with the core protections afforded in the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act (JJDPA) as reauthorized in 2002.  The Board is also responsible for 
administering federal funds appropriated through the JJDPA to fill gaps in the continuum of 
juvenile justice services, from prevention to treatment, with quality, evidence-based 
programs.  Members are appointed by Utah’s Governor. 
 

How the Campaign Works      

The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice sent information to all Utah school district 
superintendents, middle school principals, and teachers encouraging them to involve their 7th 
and 8th grade students in the Challenge.  Suggestions how to tie the Challenge into course 
work are available online for teachers at http://www.juvenile.utah.gov/writething.html.  
Students can research youth violence as part of a history class, write a poem as part of an 
English class, or even consider youth violence from a social science perspective.   
  

http://www.juvenile.utah.gov/writething.html
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Following a classroom discussion about youth violence, students are asked to write answers 
to three questions: 
 
 How has youth violence affected my life? 
 What are the causes of youth violence? 
 What can my community and I do to reduce youth violence? 
 
School districts reported that nearly 2,500 students participated in classroom discussions 
about youth violence and over 1000 chose to submit writings for review.  Students from the 
University of Utah and Weber State University participated in the first round of judging, 
selecting the top ninety writings.  The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice then selected the top 
twelve finalists, whose work was forwarded to Utah’s VIP Judges for scoring.  The VIP 
Judges had the difficult task of selecting a boy and a girl national finalist along with runners 
up. 
 
Utah’s National Finalists will participate with other National Finalists at the Do the Write Thing 
National Recognition Ceremony in Washington DC this July.  Finalists will meet with 
members of Utah’s Congressional delegation to discuss the problem of youth violence.  They 
will also attend a reception hosted by the Ambassador to the United States for the State of 
Kuwait.  Finally, a book containing the students’ writings will be placed in the Library of 
Congress. 
 
Congratulations to all students that took the Challenge to do something about youth violence!  
 
The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice and the Do the Write Thing Organizing Committee thank 
the following for their generous support: 
 
 
 

Brent and Bonnie Jean Beesley Foundation 

Wheeler Foundation 

Kuwait-America Foundation 

National Campaign to Stop Violence 

Southwest Airlines 

University of Utah 

Weber State University 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 
        
 
 
 

National Finalists 

 
 
 

Carter Piggott 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Mike Farnsworth 
 
 
 
 

Kylee Vandecar 
7th Grade, Draper Park Middle School 

Teacher, Kimberly Carter 
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Carter Piggott - 8th Grade 
Fort Herriman Middle School – Teacher, Mike Farnsworth 
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Kylee Vandecar - 7th Grade 
Draper Park Middle School – Teacher, Kimberly Carter 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 

 
 
 
 
 

Runners Up 

 
 
 
 

Kimball Call 
8th Grade, Butler Middle School  

Teacher, Maria Powers 
 
 
 
 

Brooklyn Rapp  
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Kristy Searle 
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Kimball Call - 8th Grade 
Butler Middle School - Teacher, Maria Powers 
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Brooklyn Rapp – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School – Teacher, Kristy Searle 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 

 
 

State Finalists 

 
 
 

Jade Bartnicki 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Kristy Searle 
 
 

Kianna Benge 
8th Grade, Northwest Middle School 

Teacher, Linda Lujan 

Jaron Bunker 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Brandee Bergum 
 
 

Thomas Davies 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 

Aspyn Jones 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
 
 

Lara Mijic 
8th Grade, Butler Middle School 

Teacher, Maria Powers 

Aidan Nielsen 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
 
 

Douglas Williams 
 8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
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Jade Bartnicki - 8th Grade 
Fort Herriman Middle School - Teacher, Kristy Searle 
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Kianna Benge - 8th Grade 
Northwest Middle School - Teacher, Linda Lujan 
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Jaron Bunker - 8th Grade 
Fort Herriman Middle School - Teacher, Brandee Bergum 
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Thomas Davies - 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High - Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
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Aspyn Jones – 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High - Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
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Lara Mijic - 8th Grade 
Butler Middle School - Teacher, Maria Powers 
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Aidan Nielsen – 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High - Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
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Douglas Williams - 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High - Teacher, Kimberly Irvine 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 

 

Honorable Mention 
 
 

Maria Alfaro 
7th Grade, Joel P. Jensen Middle School 

Teacher, Anna McNamer 
 

Maddyson Andersen 
7th Grade, Spanish Fork Junior High 

Teacher, Jonathan Lawrence 

Karley Babcock 
8th Grade, Butler Middle School 

Teacher, Lisa McDonald 
 

Alexandra Brenchley 
7th Grade, Spring Creek Middle School 

Teacher, Janet Willardson 

Cole Clarkson 
7th Grade, Kanab Middle School 

Teacher, Jeanine Johnson 
 

Kylee Henderson 
8th Grade, Delta Middle School 

Teacher, Colleen Atkinson 

Ilanah Hunt 
7th Grade, Draper Park Middle School 

Teacher, Whitney Lee 
 

Jaina Jacobsen 
8th  Grade, Mana Academy 

Teacher, Grace Brown 

Shaylee Johnsen 
7th Grade, Lava Ridge Intermediate 

Teacher, Rachel Robins 
 

Kaelee Tanner 
7th  Grade, Sunrise Ridge Intermediate 

Teacher, Jessica Larsen 

Eden Ward 
7th Grade, West Jordan Middle School 

Teacher, Stacee Sawyer 
 

Clinton Westerman 
7th  Grade, Joel P. Jensen Middle School 

Teacher, Paige Dayley 
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Maria Alfaro - 7th Grade 
Joel P. Jensen Middle School - Teacher, Anna McNamer 
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Maddyson Andersen - 7th Grade 
Spanish Fork Junior High - Teacher, Jonathan Lawrence 
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Karley Babcock - 8th Grade 
Butler Middle School - Teacher, Lisa McDonald 
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Alexandra Brenchley - 7th Grade 
Spring Creek Middle School - Teacher, Janet Willardson 
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Cole Clarkson - 7th Grade 
Kanab Middle School - Teacher, Jeanine Johnson 
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Kylee Henderson - 8th Grade 
Delta Middle School - Teacher, Colleen Atkinson 
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Ilanah Hunt - 7th Grade 
Draper Park Middle School - Teacher, Whitney Lee 
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Jaina Jacobsen - 8th Grade 

Mana Academy - Teacher, Grace Brown 
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Shaylee Johnsen - 7th Grade 
Lava Ridge Intermediate- Teacher, Rachel Robins 
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Kaelee Tanner – 7th Grade 
Sunrise Ridge Intermediate – Teacher, Jessica Larsen 
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Eden Ward - 7th Grade 
West Jordan Middle School - Teacher, Stacee Sawyer 
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Clinton Westerman - 7th Grade 
Joel P. Jensen Middle School - Teacher, Paige Dayley 
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