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UTAH’S TWELFTH ANNUAL CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 
 
The Importance of the Do the Write Thing Challenge 

The Do the Write Thing Challenge plays a key role in Utah’s long-term strategy to end youth 

violence. These student writings make powerful proposals on how adults and community 

members can interrupt the causes of youth violence. 

 

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge works in cooperation with the National Campaign to 

Stop Violence. The first step to end youth violence is to talk about it.  The Do the Write Thing 

Challenge makes this initial step possible by creating a platform for youth, giving them a 

voice about how violence affects their lives and how it can be prevented. The program 

empowers young people around the country to make a personal, written commitment to 

combat youth violence in their communities. It works because it targets youth violence in the 

communities where it takes place, then recognizes that the same communities hold the 

greatest power to create lasting solutions.   

 

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge is sponsored locally by the Utah Board of Juvenile 

Justice.  The Board monitors Utah’s compliance with the core protections afforded in the 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) as reauthorized in 2002.  The 

Board is also responsible for administering federal funds appropriated through the JJDPA to 

fill gaps in the continuum of juvenile justice services, from prevention to treatment.  Members 

are appointed by Utah’s Governor. 

 

How the Campaign Works      

The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice sent information to all Utah school district 

superintendents and middle school principals encouraging them to involve their teachers and 

7th and 8th grade students in the Challenge.  Teachers were given suggestions about how to 

tie the Challenge into course work.  Students could research youth violence as part of a 

history class, write a poem as part of an English class, or even consider youth violence from 

a social science perspective.  Following a classroom discussion about youth violence, 

students were asked to write answers to three questions: 

 

 How has youth violence affected my life? 

 What are the causes of youth violence? 

 What can my community and I do to reduce youth violence? 
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School districts reported that more than 3,100 students participated in classroom discussions 

about youth violence. More than 1,400 chose to submit essays for review.  Students from the 

University of Utah, Utah State University, Weber State University and numerous volunteers, 

participated in the first round of judging, selecting the top ninety-eight writings.  The Utah 

Board of Juvenile Justice then selected the top twelve finalists, whose work was forwarded to 

Utah’s VIP Judges for scoring.  The VIP Judges had the difficult task of selecting a boy and 

girl national finalist along with runners up. 

 

Utah’s National Finalists will participate with other National Finalists at the Do the Write Thing 

National Recognition Ceremony in Washington DC this July.  Finalists will meet with 

members of Utah’s Congressional delegation to discuss the problem of youth violence.  They 

will also attend a reception hosted by the Ambassador to the United States for the State of 

Kuwait.  A book containing the students’ writings will be placed in the Library of Congress. 

 

Congratulations to all students that took the Challenge to do something about youth violence!  
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National Finalists 

 
 
 

Joel Devy 

8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 
Teacher, Brandee Bergum 

 
 
 
 

Payden Trujillo 

8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High School 
Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Joel Devy - 8th Grade 
Fort Herriman Middle School - Teacher, Elaine Smith 
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Payden Trujillo - 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High School – Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Runners Up 

 
 
 
 

Alborz Alimadadi 

8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 
Teacher, Kim Irvine 

 
 
 
 

Alexis Bennett  

8th Grade, Highland Junior High School 
Teacher, Christina Orefice 
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Alborz Alimadadi - 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High School - Teacher, Kim Irvine 

  

 



U T A H ’ S      C H A L L E N G E      T O      D O      T  H E      W R I T E      T H I N G 
 

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice 13

 



U T A H ’ S      C H A L L E N G E      T O      D O      T  H E      W R I T E      T H I N G 
 

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice 14

Alexis Bennett - 8th Grade 
Highland Junior High School - Teacher, Christina Orefice 
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State Finalists 

 
 
 

Breitton Adams 
8th  Grade, Desert Hills Middle School 

Teacher, Leah Graham 
 
 

Erika Cragun 
8th Grade, Highland Junior High School 

Teacher, Christina Orefice 

Brittany Critchfield 

8th Grade, Mount Jordan Middle School 
Teacher, Nathan Elkins 

 
 

Nathan Cummings 
8th Grade, South Ogden 

 Junior High School 
Teacher, Kim Irvine 

Yassmin Peralta 
8th Grade, Midvale Middle School 

Teacher, Jennifer Romney 
 
 

David Quach 
8th  Grade, Northwest Middle School 

Teacher, Linda Lujan 

Shelby Reynolds 
8th Grade, Desert Hills Middle School 

Teacher, Elise Shepherd 
 
 

Ben Sherer-Lykes 
8th  Grade, Treasure Mountain 

Junior High School 
Teacher, Julie Hooker 

 
 

 



U T A H ’ S      C H A L L E N G E      T O      D O      T  H E      W R I T E      T H I N G 
 

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice 18

Breitton Adams - 8th Grade 
Desert Hills Middle School - Teacher, Leah Graham 
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Erika Cragun - 8th Grade 
Highland Junior High School - Teacher, Christina Orefice 
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Brittany Critchfield - 8th Grade 
Mount Jordan Middle School - Teacher, Nathan Elkins 
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Nathan Cummings - 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High School - Teacher, Kim Irvine 
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Yassmin Peralta – 8th Grade 
Midvale Middle School - Teacher, Jennifer Romney 
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David Quach - 8th Grade 
Northwest Middle School - Teacher, Linda Lujan 
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Shelby Reynolds – 8th Grade 
Desert Hills Middle School - Teacher, Elise Shepherd 
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Ben Sherer-Lykes - 8th Grade 
Treasure Mountain Junior High School - Teacher, Julie Hooker  
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Utah Board of Juvenile Justice  
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Director 
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Deputy Director 
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Salt Lake City 
 
ADAM COHEN 
Chair, UBJJ 
Youth Member 
Odyssey House 
Salt Lake City 
 
KAREN CROMPTON 
Voices for Utah Children 
Salt Lake City 
  
PATRICK GARCIA 
Salt Lake City School Board 
Salt Lake City 
  
GINI HIGHFIELD 
Second District Juvenile Court 
Farmington 
  
SCOTT JACKSON 
Chief, Pleasant View City Police Department 
Pleasant View 
  
KAISA KINIKINI 
Stand a Little Taller (SALT) 
Salt Lake City 
 
SPENCER T. LARSEN 
Youth Chair, UBJJ 
Odyssey House 
Salt Lake City 
  
 
 

NINDY LE 
Youth Member 
West Jordan 
  
JAMES R. MARCHEL, PhD. 
Citizen Representative 
Holladay 
 
JUDGE JAMES MICHIE 
Third District Juvenile Court 
Salt Lake City 
 
VAN NGUYEN 
Youth Member 
Salt Lake City 
  
TROY RAWLINGS 
Davis County Attorney 
Farmington 
  
SHIRLEE SILVERSMITH 
Director of Indian Affairs 
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RACHAEL SKIDMORE 
Youth Member 
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PAMELA L. VICKREY 
Utah Juvenile Defender Attorneys, LLC  
Salt Lake City 
 
 

Staff 
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